DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

Notice of Intent to Repatriate a Cultural Item(s): [Possessing Institution, City, State] and [Controlling Institution, City, State (if different from Possessing Institution)]
AGENCY:  National Park Service, Interior.

ACTION:  Notice.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notice is here given in accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), 25 U.S.C. 3005, Sec. 7, of the intent to repatriate a cultural item(s) in the possession of the [Museum/Federal agency, City, State] that meets the definition of “[(NAGPRA category(ies) under which items are being claimed:) unassociated funerary objects; sacred objects; or objects of cultural patrimony]” under 25 U.S.C. 3001.  

This notice is published as part of the National Park Service’s administrative responsibilities under NAGPRA, 25 U.S.C. 3003, Sec. 5 (d)(3).  The determinations within this notice are the sole responsibility of the museum, institution, or Federal agency that has control of these cultural items.  The National Park Service is not responsible for the determinations within this notice.

The following section should give a brief and general description (including number) of the object(s).

The third section should set out the dates and circumstances of acquisition of the object(s).

The fourth should outline the lines of evidence for cultural affiliation, and evidence from consultation with the tribe(s) to support definition/s of these cultural items as defined under NAGPRA.

Select the following section appropriate for the category/ies of cultural items listed in the notice:  

(For Unassociated Funerary Objects): 

Officials of the [Museum/Federal agency] have determined that, pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3001, Sec. 2 (3)(B), this/these cultural item(s) are reasonably believed to have been placed with or near individual human remains at the time of death or later as part of the death rite or ceremony and are believed, by a preponderance of the evidence, to have been removed from a specific burial site of an Native American individual.

(For Sacred Objects):

Officials of the [Museum/Federal agency] have determined that, pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3001, Sec. 2 (3)(C), this/these cultural item(s) are specific ceremonial objects needed by traditional Native American religious leaders for the practice of traditional Native American religions by their present-day adherents.   

(For Objects of Cultural Patrimony):

Officials of the [Museum/Federal agency] have determined that, pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3001, Sec. 2 (3)(D), this/these cultural item(s) have ongoing historical, traditional, or cultural importance central to the Native American group or culture itself, rather than property owned by an individual.

The notice should close with the following three paragraphs:
Officials of the [Museum/Federal agency] also have determined that, pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3001, Sec. 2 (2), there is a relationship of shared group identity that can be reasonably traced between these [type of objects] and the [culturally affiliated tribe(s)].  

Representatives of any other Indian tribe that believes itself to be culturally affiliated with these [category of objects] should contact [responsible official], [Museum/Federal agency, Street, City, State, Zip], telephone (XXX) XXX-XXXX, before [insert date 30 days following publication in the Federal Register] (Federal Register calculates this date).  Repatriation of these [category of objects] to the [culturally affiliated tribe(s)] may proceed after that date if no additional claimants come forward.

[Museum/Federal agency] is responsible for notifying [consulted tribes] that this notice has been published.

