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The mission of the Department of
Interior is to protect and provide
access to our Nation's natural and
cultural heritage and honor our trust
responsibility to tribes.

This material is partially based on
work conducted under a cooperative
agreement with the National
Conference of State Historic
Preservation Officers and the U.S.
Department of the Interior.

Cover photographs:

Upper left: Leap-the-Dips roller
coaster, Altoona, Pennsylvania.
Upper right: Bear Butte, Meade
County, South Dakota. Primarily
associated with the Cheyenne tribe,
here, the agents ofMaheo, the All
Father, imparted to Sweet Medicine,
the most revered Cheyenne prophet,
the knowledge from which the tribe
derived their religious, political,
social, and economic customs.
Because of their beliefs, this site
represents more than an historical
event, but is associated with their
traditional culture. Lower left:
General Motors Building, Detroit,
Michigan, designed by Louis Kahn.
Lower right: Wheeling Suspension
Bridge, Wheeling, West Virginia.
Completed in 1849, and rebuilt in
1859, to carry the National Road
over the Ohio River, this bridge
remains the oldest major long-span
suspension bridge in the world. Still
carrying traffic, it is one of the
nation's most significant antebellum
engineering structures.
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PREFACE

By definition, the almost 2,300
properties designated as National
Historic Landmarks are the most
significant places in American
history—they illustrate and com-
memorate our collective past and
help us to understand our national
identity. National Historic Land-
marks outstandingly represent and
interpret the best and brightest and
the most tragic aspects of our histo-
ry. Through these Landmarks, all
Americans can better understand
and appreciate the broad trends and
events, important persons, great
ideas and ideals, and valuable
accomplishments in the arts and
sciences, and humanities, that are
truly significant in our history.

In the last several years, National
Historic Landmark theme studies in
the areas of women's history, early
contact between Native Americans
and Europeans, and the Under-
ground Railroad have produced
numerous new Landmarks while
fostering a better understanding of
these important trends in our
diverse history. Examples of the
range of properties recently recog-
nized for their important linkages to
our past include: the Holland
Tunnel, New York/New Jersey, sig-
nificant for Engineering; Jackson
Pollock's Studio, Long Island, New
York, significant for Art; Little
Tokyo, Los Angeles, California, a
significant Ethnic neighborhood,
Bentonville Battlefield, North
Carolina, a significant Civil War bat-
tlefield; Greenbelt, Maryland, an
early suburban development; Philip
Johnson's Glass House, Connecticut,
significant for Architecture; Titan II
Missile Complex, Arizona, a Cold
War military site; Mapleleaf
Shipwreck, Florida, significant in

Maritime history; Brown Chapel
AME Church, Alabama, a pivotal
place in the Civil Rights movement;
Brooks River District, Alaska, a sig-
nificant archeological district; and
Dealey Plaza, Texas, the location of
the Kennedy Assassination

Although its legislative history
stretches back to the Historic Sites
Act of 1935, the current National
Historic Landmarks program, as the
Department of the Interior's way of
recognizing nationally significant
sites, is soon approaching its 40th
anniversary. The National Historic
Landmarks Survey is unique in that
it provides a nationally comparative
perspective for the significance of
individual historic places and
requires that these places retain a
high level of integrity that commu-
nicates an association with impor-
tant events or trends. The require-
ments for designation as a National
Historic Landmark have always
been and will continue to be high.

The National Historic Landmarks
program is also about people, our
citizens who care enough about the
history of the nation to seek desig-
nation as a nationally significant
site. It is my hope that this publica-
tion will encourage individuals,
organizations, government agencies
and Indian tribes to work with us to
recognize the very best in American
history through designation as
National Historic Landmarks.

Robert G. Stanton
Director, National Park Service
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I. INTRODUCTION TO
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS

WHAT ARE
NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARKS?

National Historic Landmarks
(NHLs) are cultural properties
designated by the Secretary of the
Interior as being nationally signifi-
cant. Acknowledged as among the
nation's most significant historic
places, these buildings, sites,
districts, structures, and objects pos-
sess exceptional value or quality in
illustrating or interpreting the her-
itage of the United States in
history, architecture, archeology,
engineering, and culture. NHL
designation is an official recognition
by the federal government of the
national significance of historic
properties. By 1999, almost 2300
properties had been designated as
National Historic Landmarks.

Authorized by the Historic Sites
Act of 1935 (Public Law 74-292) and
administered by the National Park
Service, the NHL program focuses
attention on places of exceptional
value to the nation as a whole, by
recognizing and promoting the
preservation efforts of private organi-
zations, individuals, and government
agencies. While some NHLs are
units, or are included within units of
the National Park System, the NHL
program is important to the preser-
vation of many outstanding historic
places that are not included in the
National Park System. Designation
of NHLs also furthers the education-
al objective of the Historic Sites Act,
because it leads to increased public
attention to and interest in a proper-
ty. The program also serves as one of

Albert Kahn designed this fifteen-story structure with its clearly defined
base, shaft and attic story. Completed in 1923, the tripartite vertical
arrangement was typical of tall building design at that time.

the tools used to screen proposed
additions to the National Park
System and to select properties for
nomination to the World Heritage
List. Regulations for the program are
contained in 36 CFR Part 65.

WHAT IS THE
NATIONAL REGISTER
OF HISTORIC PLACES?

In addition to administering the
National Historic Landmarks
Program, the National Park Service
also administers the National
Register of Historic Places. The
National Register is the official fed-

eral list of districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects significant in
American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and
culture. National Register properties
have significance to the history of
their community, state, or the
nation. Nominations for listing his-
toric properties come from State
Historic Preservation Officers, from
Federal Preservation Officers for
properties owned or controlled by
the United States Government, and
from Tribal Historic Preservation
Officers for properties on tribal
lands. Private individuals and
organizations, local governments,
and American Indian tribes often


